T H E H O M E S O F T H E S O C IE T Y T T 7 IT H the founding of the Society in 1660, and its incorporation
VV by royal charter two years later, Gresham College became the regular meeting place of the original Fellows. But this arrange^ ment was always regarded as no more than a temporary one, and many were the schemes put forward in the sixteemsixties with the object of providing more permanent quarters for the Society.
In 1664 Charles II was petitioned to grant the Society ' the college of King James in Chelsey,' with the lands (amounting to some 30 acres) belonging to i t ; but there were legal difficulties as to title, and it was not until 1669 that the Society took possession of the college and its lands. The buildings were so dilapidated and unsuited to the needs of the Society that it was decided to let them off as a prison; and in 1682 they were sold back to Charles II, the President (Christopher Wren) being thanked by the Society ' for disposing of a property which was a source of continual annoyance and trouble to them. ' In the meantime Henry Howard (later Duke of Norfolk) intimated his willingness to bestow upon the Society a piece of land in Arundel G ardens; and he, as well as W ren and Hooke, prepared plans for its development as a permanent home for the Society. As the necessary funds were not forthcoming the project was dropped.
The Society, therefore, continued to use Gresham College as its permanent home until 1710. There were two interruptions in occupancy. The first in 1665-^1666 was due to the Great Plague; the second lasted from 1666^1673, when Gresham College became the Exchange, the original Exchange having been destroyed in the Great Fire. During those six and a half years the Society's home was at Arundel House, in rooms placed at its disposal by Henry Howard.
The ruinous state of Gresham College, and the demand for an increased rent by its controllers, the Mercers Company, led the Society to seek for a new home. Two houses in Crane Court were therefore purchased by the Society which removed into them in 1710. Even as now distinct, would become, by being brought under one roof, eventually part of a general library of science and would be available for reference in a far greater degree than in their present dispersed state/ with a resulting lowering of costs to the societies.
4. That the President of the Royal Society, in raising the matter of accommodation with the government, should stress that the juxtaposition of the societies would ' be more conducive to the advancement of science and more suitable to the position which science should occupy in the metropolis/ The Council thereupon decided (a) that the juxtaposition of the societies was desirable so long as each society retained complete independence of action, and ( b) that the whole ques laid before the presidents of the four other societies concerned with a request that their observations should be communicated to the President of the Royal Society.
The four societies were consulted and concurred in the proposed plan to ask the government for accommodation ' under one roof*; but in November 1852 it was reported that the government proposed to erect at Kensington Gore a new building for the fine arts and ' industrial purposes/ and that in it would be available accommodation for the scientific societies. As a result a special meeting of the Council of the Society was summoned for 26 November of that year, to which the presidents of the Linnean, Geological, Astronomical and Chemical Societies were invited. While acknowledging the interest which H.M . government proposed to take in the promoting of science, the meeting held that it would be ' inconvenient and unsuitable for the purposes of the Royal Society and of the other societies allied to the Royal Society in the cultivation of natural knowledge/ to be housed at Kensington Gore, and again stressed the desirability of locating the societies in a central locality and, if possible, ' under a single roof/ These decisions, duly confirmed by the other societies, were communicated to H.M . government.
The agitation for improved accommodation was continued throughô ut the next three years, chiefly by the members of the Philosophical Club. In 1853 the Prime Minister (Lord Aberdeen) received a O ctober 1946 m deputation of those members (about 200 in number) who had signed the memorial in favour of the juxtaposition of scientific societies, and promised to consult the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr W . E. Gladstone) as to ways and means of carrying out the plan proposed by the memorialists. A good deal of ' lobbying * clearly went on. For example, Murchison sounded the Prince Consort, who favoured the idea of bringing the societies together under one roof, though he did observe that Burlington House might be a good site for the Royal A cadem y; nevertheless the Prince ' thought that the five societies would do well to press for the Burlington House site/ The President of the Society (Lord Wrottesley) personally canvassed members of the government, and asked them to inform the Prime Minister (Lord Palmerston) that ' the desire of the chartered societies for juxtaposition and for the Burlington House site was unabated, but, failing that, they would be glad to be lodged in the buildings now occupied by the Royal Academy/ that is, in the National Gallery.
In the meantime the University of London obtained permission to occupy the ' main building ' or ' mansion house * at Burlington House ; and it was at once recognized that if such occupancy was to be permanent there would not be room for the Society and other societies in the building. The President of the Society at once raised the matter with the Secretary of the Treasury (January 1856); and in April 1856 the latter wrote to invite the Society to appoint a deputation to wait upon him to discuss the question. The President subsequently had two interviews with the Secretary of the Treasury; and at a special meeting of the Council of the Society, held on 30 May 1856, a letter from the latter was under consideration. The main points in that letter were:
1. That H.M. government was not yet in a position to ' state any definite views with respect to the project of the juxtaposition of the principal scientific societies in a building to be erected in a convenient and central locality/ but that it was proposed to provide ' temporary 9 accommodation for the Royal, Linnean and Chemical Societies in Burlington House. 2. That the Royal Society was to be put in possession of ' the main building ' at Burlington House on the understanding that it would ' assign suitable accommodation therein * to the Linnean and Chemical Societies.
3. That a common library was 4 to be formed for the use of the three societies on the understanding that suitable arrangements shall be made for the admission thereto, for purposes of reference and study, of men of letters and science on orders given by Fellows of the three societies.'
4. That the societies should be allowed the use of * the Hall which it is proposed to construct in the West W ing of Burlington House ' at such times that it was not required by the Senate of the University of London.
5. That the portraits of the Royal Society should be hung on the walls of the proposed Hall, and 4 be open to the inspection of the public under such regulations as may be convenient.'
6. 4 That the adoption of this temporary arrangement shall not in any respect be held to weaken the claims of the Royal Society to permanent accommodation.'
The Council agreed to accept these conditions, subject to the 4 proposed Hall ' being placed in the custody of the Society, it being agreed that the University of London should have free use of it at times when required for examinations.
The Senate of the University of London accepted this arrangement, and on 26 June 1856 the Council of the Society was informed that the government was prepared to put the plan into operation as soon as the required alterations to the building could be made. A special committee was thereupon appointed to make the allocation of rooms in Burlington House, and it reported to the Council of the Society on 5 December 1856. The committee's recommendations were accepted, and the societies moved into Burlington House in 1857.
Other societies felt that they ought to be allowed to use at least one of the meeting rooms in Burlington House. Consequently a com ference of the officers of the Royal, Linnean and Chemical Societies was held on n December 1857 to discuss this matter. Among the recommendations made two are important. First, the societies reaffirmed their belief in the principle of juxtaposition, and expressed 183 the hope that the government would be able to accommodate other societies ' on the ground purchased by the government at Burlington House.' Second, that the premises occupied by the three societies ' in the main building ' at Burlington House were ' not more than sufficient for their own wants, and that the permanent use of the meeting rooms by any other society would be highly inconvenient,' though they were ready to grant the ' temporary use of their meeting rooms to other selected scientific societies having kindred pursuits, when that use can be accorded without inconvenience to the objects of the societies now in occupation.' These recommendations were accepted by the Council of the Society at a meeting held on 14 January 1858.
O n 13 May 1858 the Council of the Society had under consideration a letter from the Secretary of the Office of Works. The Council was asked whether it had any objection to some twelve societies named (among them were the Numismatic and Syro/ Egyptian Societies) ' being allowed the use of the smaller Hall and the Porter's Lodge . . . at such times as may be arranged for the convenience of all parties.' The Council approved a draft reply in which the following points were m ade:
1. That it was hoped that the government would develop the site at Burlington House to allow for the accommodation of other scientific societies there.
2. That the accommodation allotted to the societies in occupation was only sufficient for their needs. 3. That the Royal Society was always ' open to receive any applica^ tion from scientific societies for the use of rooms for temporary and special purposes,' it being pointed out that it already did ' afford accommodation to the Royal Geographical Society on that footing.' The Office of Works seems to have accepted this reply, for the question of the letting of rooms to other societies was thereupon dropped.
O n 16 August 1866 there appeared in The Times a report that the Royal Academy was to be placed in occupation of the central building at Burlington House. In the absence of the President (Sir Edward Sabine), the Secretary at once wrote to the Prime Minister (Lord Derby) asking whether or not the report was true. The First Commissioner of Works replied that such was the government's intention, and intimated that Messrs Banks and Barry, architects to his department, had been instructed to confer with the societies (Royal, Linnean and Chemical) as to their requirements of accommodation. In passing it should be noted that the announcement in The Times was the first intimation that the societies had received that their occupancy of Burlington House was to be disturbed.
The Council of the Royal Society agreed to this change on the understanding that adequate accommodation would be provided by the government.
In March 1867 the government leased to the Royal Academy the main building at Burlington House ' and a site to the north of it * for 999 years ' at a nominal rent,' on the understanding that the premises should at all times be used exclusively for the purposes ' for which the Academy was founded ' and that an upper storey should be added to conform with the buildings which the government proposed to erect around the forecourt for the learned societies. Building work, under the direction of Sydney Smirke, R .A ., was at once begun, and the Academy celebrated the formal possession of its new home ' on the foundation day, 10 December 1868, by a supper in the apartments of the Dilettanti Society at Willis's Rooms.' By December 1869 the Academy had spent -£74,810 on building work: in the history of the institution it is stated that ' many more thousands were spent in each of the following eight years. ' The removal of the Academy into the main building of Burling' ton House caused considerable inconvenience to the societies already located there, and this state of affairs continued for about five years. For some reason or other the new buildings in the forecourt took longer to erect than had been anticipated, and it was not until 12 September 1873 that the removal of the Society's effects into the new house ' began. A t a meeting of the Council held on 6 November 1873 it was decided * that on the occasion of the Anniversary of the Society, arrangements be made for inviting the Fellows to the new Apartments of the Society after the dinner, and at the same time extending the invitation to a limited number of ladies. In December 1873 the Society was informed by the Office of Works that it would be required ' to insure the new house for the sum of -£35,000/ This was contested, but for the moment without success. O n 30 January 1874 the Office of Works more narrowly defined the conditions of the Society's tenure in the following terms:
1. The Office of Works will repair the whole of the structure externally, including broken glass in skylights and sash-lines, and will keep in proper working order all drains, sewers, water and gas-services outside the buildings, except the waters and gas-meters where fixed beyond the external walls.
' 2. The Office of Works will also maintain, light, cleanse and water the carriage and footways of the quadrangle, the principal and western side entrances, and the western roadway, and will cleanse the foot pavement next Piccadilly. ' 3. The Royal Society shall insure the building against damage from fire in such office, and to such an amount as shall be approved of by the First Commissioner of Her Majesty's Works. ' 4. The Royal Society shall keep the building in tenantable repair, and shall keep in proper working order all service-pipes and fittings connected with the gas and water supplies, and the heating apparatus.
' 5. The Surveyor or other officer of the Office of Works shall at all times have free access to the building, and all such internal repairs as would fall on the occupiers, under the above clause, which he may from time to time consider necessary for the preservation or maintenance of the structure, shall be executed by the Society within three months of time of notice being given to execute such repairs.
' 6. The Royal Society shall make no structural alteration whatever without the consent, in writing, of the First Commissioner of Works.
* 7. The Royal Society shall pay the Gas and Water Companies* charges, and all other charges incidental to the occupation of the building.'
The Council thereupon instructed the officers ' to report . . . on the conditions on which the Society held their apartments at Somerset House, and what alterations, if any, took place in the conditions of tenure on the removal of the Society to Burlington House. ' O n 12 March 1874 the President (Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker) wrote the following letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir S. Northcote) :
' The First Commissioner of the Office of Works, in a letter dated Nov. 13 last, required the Royal Society to insure the building they now occupy for the sum of .£35,000. This requirement being altogether contrary to previous practice, the Society ventured to request that it should be reconsidered. In reply, the First Commissioner, by Letter dated Jan. 30, states that the rule requiring the Society to insure was laid down in accordance with instructions from the Lords of the Treasury.
' Under these circumstances, and considering that the insurance of a Public Building by the occupants thereof is not usual, I beg leave to ask that the question may be laid once more before the Lords of the Treasury accompanied by the following considerations: From the days of their foundation in the reign of Charles II the Royal Society have been a self-supporting Society, and they occupied their own house in the City without any charge to the Government up to the year 1780. In that year the Society removed to Somerset House, where, in the following year, Sir W . Chambers, by order of the Lords of the Treasury, made a formal surrender of the apartments allotted to them. This proceeding on the part of the Treasury took place by desire of George III, as appears from a contemporary document which recites that the " Apartments were appropriated for Public Use only, and for the purpose of holding the Meetings of the said Society therein during the pleasure of the Crown without payment of any rent or other pecuniary consideration whatsoever." ' When, in 1856, the question of removing the Societies from Somerset House was raised, the Royal Society at once acceded to the proposal they should accept the offer of temporary accommodation in Burlington H ouse; but it was clearly understood on both sides that the " temporary arrangement should not in any respect be held to weaken the claim of the Royal Society to permanent accommodation." i 87 ' The Society have always understood this stipulation to imply that there would be no departure from the old regulations, and have acted on the faith of i t ; we therefore venture to submit that as the Society are tenants under the Crown, and as they did not pay insurance for the Apartments they occupied either in Somerset House or in old Burlington House, so they should not be required to insure the Apart/ ments now assigned to them in the new building.
' W e would, in conclusion, venture to remind their lordships that the Fellows of the Royal Society, moved by a loyal feeling to the Crown and to the Government, as well as by a desire to express their sense of the liberality hitherto accorded to them, have been, whenever appealed to, the advisers of the Government on scientific questions, and these, as existing records testify, have not been few nor unim portant; the entirely gratuitous administration of the large grant annually voted by Parliament for scientific purposes may be cited as evidence on this point. Indeed, if the Society's services were fully set forth they would show that whatever have been the privileges conferred on the Society by the Government, they have been fully reciprocated by the multi/ farious aid and advice rendered to the Government by the Society.'
Five days later the Chancellor announced to a deputation of the Officers of the Society ' promised that the matter should be carefully considered. ' O n 19 May 1874 the Secretary of the Treasury sent the following letter to the President: ' I am desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, in reply to your letter of the 12 March last, that their Lordships will not insist upon the Royal Society insuring the Buildings in Burlington House in their occupation.
' I am, however, to add that, in the event of fire, their Lordships will not be in a position to provide the Society with other accommoda/ tion, or to rebuild within any definite period. ' The Council at a meeting held on 18 June 1874 requested the President ' to communicate with the Treasury on the subject of the last paragraph of Mr Law's letter of the 19th ult., in order to remove the misapprehension which appears to exist in the minds of their Lordships, as to the terms on which the Society hold their apartments by Grant from the Crown,' and authorized the Treasurer' to take out a special policy to cover the Society against any loss they may be likely to incur from being temporarily unprovided with apartments.' O n 29 October 1874 the President reported to the Council that on 18 September ' he had written the following letter to the Secretary of the Treasury ' : ' Referring to your Letter of 19 May, stating that, " in the event of fire, the Lords of the Treasury will not be in a position to provide the Royal Society with other accommodation, or to rebuild within any definite period " ; I am requested by the Council of the Society to inform you that these statements appear to them to be inconsistent w ith : 1 st. The terms upon which the Society was originally put in possession of Apartments by the Lords of the Treasury at the command of George III, namely, that the Apartments were so appropriated " during the pleasure of the Crown, without payment of rent or any other pecuniary consideration whatsoever." ' 2nd. Mr Wilson's Letter to the President of the Society, dated May 22nd, 1856, notifying that the " temporary arrangement" under which the Society was transferred from Somerset House to Burlington House, " shall not in any respect be held to weaken the claim of the Royal Society to permanent accommodation." * 3rd. Mr Wilson's statements in Parliament in 1857, during the debate on the Estimates, which were: That " the Society cannot be turned out of Somerset House without its own consent," that " it was entitled to rooms by royal grant," and that it was " a distinct under/ standing that the abode should be permanent." ' The Council of the Royal Society being unable to reconcile the views which (as set forth in your letter) their Lordships now appear to entertain of the conditions under which the Society occupies its present apartments at the pleasure of the Crown with those so explicitly expressed on former occasions, join with me in a request that they may be favoured with some satisfactory statement defining the conditions of the Society's tenure, and recognizing its claim to permanent accommodation.'
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O n 27 October 1874 the Secretary of the Treasury replied as follows:
' The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have had before them your Letter of the 24th September 1874, referring to the letter of this Board of 19th May, 1874, in which it was stated that " in the event of fire the Lords of the Treasury will not be in a position to provide the Royal Society with other accommodation, or to rebuild within any definite period," and requesting, on the part of the Council, to be favoured with some satisfactory statement defining the conditions of the Society's tenure, and recognizing its claim to permanent accommodation.
' I am desired to point out to you, in reply, that there is no intention on the part of the Treasury to alter the terms on which the Royal Society holds its appointments under the C ro w n ; the conditions of the Society's tenure will therefore be the same as those on which it occupied rooms in Somerset House, and was subsequently transferred to Burlington House.
' It must, however, be remembered that the Treasury possesses no funds which they could devote to the rebuilding of Burlington House in the event of its destruction by fire; that such funds could only be provided by a vote of Parliament; and as all experience shows that the re/erection of any great public building is attended with great delay, the Treasury is only drawing attention to that which must be obvious to the Council of the Royal Society in stating that no assurance could be given that the rooms occupied by the Society would, if destroyed by fire, be rebuilt within any definite period. ' A t a meeting of the Council of the Society held on 22 March 1900 ' the Senior Secretary reported that, having learnt in an indirect manner that the Government were considering how to make use of the building in Burlington Gardens about to be vacated by the University of London, he had written privately to Lord Esher explaining that the present rooms occupied by the Society were rapidly becoming made' quate for its proper accommodation, and desiring him to consider whether the Society might not with advantage be transferred to the above vacant building.
' It was thereupon resolved that a committee, consisting of the President (Lord Lister) and other Officers, and Professor J. J. Thomson, with power to add to its number, be appointed to consider and report on the question raised by the Senior Secretary.'
A t a meeting of the Council of the Society held on 31 May 1900 ' the Senior Secretary having reported that the Officers had learnt from authentic sources that Her Majesty's Government had resolved to retain the buildings at Burlington Gardens for Government uses, at least, for the present, it was agreed to take no further action in the matter (see Minute No. 15, March 22) . ' Thus one thing is clear from a perusal of these documents. Since 1780 H.M . government, in return for the advice gratuitously given by the Society in scientific matters, has accepted an obligation to provide it with a home adequate to its needs at the public expense.
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A N ote on the other O ccupiers of Burlington H ouse
1.
The Chemical and Linnean Societies After the coming of the Academy to Burlington House, these Societies remained in occupation of rooms in the main building until 1874 when they removed into their present apartments.
The Geological Society
Prior to 1874 die Society was housed in Somerset H ouse; in that year it removed into its present apartments.
Between 1858 and i860 the Society made frequent applications for accommodation in the ' reconstructed' Burlington House. In i860, for example, it was reported that to a renewed application ' a guarded answer had been received from the Chancellor of the Exchequer.'
In June i860 the Society successfully applied to the Royal Society to hold its weekly meetings ' in one of the meeting rooms at Burlington House. ' A t the time of its removal into its present apartments, the Society was possessed of a considerable museum. In 1901 it was decided at a ' special general meeting ' that ' the time has now come when the Society shall transfer its collection to some other museum ' ; but the notice of the meeting was irregular, and the break/up of the museum did not take place until a few years later.
The Royal Astronomical Society
The Society took part with the Royal, Chemical and Linnean Societies, in the agitation against the suggested removal to Kensington G ore; and in 1854 was offered accommodation in Burlington House. This offer was ultimately refused, chiefly because the Society feared that its independence would be sacrificed; for example, the proposal of a ' common library ' was ' deprecated. ' The Society removed into its present apartments in the autumn of 1874.
The Society of Antiquaries
The Society had apartments in Somerset H o u se: indeed from the records it would appear that its accommodation there was superior to that of the Royal Society.
It removed to Burlington House in 1875.
University of London ( Civil Service Commission)
The government accepted responsibility for the housing of the University of London, and until 1835 it was accommodated in Somerset House. In that year it was removed, much against its will, to ' a miserable garret in Marlborough House.' In the spring of 1855 it removed to Burlington H ouse; and finally, in 1870, went into the new building which since 1900 has been occupied by the Civil Service Commission.
